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ECONOMICS OF SHRIMP PRODUCTION AND FEASIBILITY
OF PERFORMANCE OF ITS FARMING PROJECTS IN EGYPT

Abo El-Enien, S. M.
National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries, Alexandria

ABSTRACT

Fisheries are one of the most valuable sources for animal protein
food, particularly shrimp. Crustacean species is a major component in marine
catches in Egypt. Although it only constitutes 1.7% of the total fish catch in
the country, it contributed in 2007 about 7% of the attained gross fish income.
Shrimp catches held the third place after Tilapia and Mullet in the relative
value of catches in that year. The great success of developing fish farming in
Egypt has encouraged fish farmer to expand their farming activities and to
improve economics of their farms. Farming of shrimp has proved to be the
key factor in this respect, it can stand any environmental changes, resist
diseases and short life cycle. The demand of shrimp in the markets is
growing as well. The study aim at analyzing trend of shrimp catches and
corresponding selling prices in Egypt in 1998-2007 period. The study also
investigates some technical aspects of shrimp farming in the country. The
economic performance and feasibility of some shrimp farming projects in salt
and fresh water in Egypt are investigated. The study has revealed high
economic indices, which encourages several investors to shrimp farming,
particularly the financing institutions in the country at present does not mind
participating.
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