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Food Status and the Arab Trade for some Food Commedities in the European and Comesa
Markets

Bader, E. A.
Department of Agric., Economics, Faculty of Agric., Damietta University.

ABSTRACT

The development of Arab trade is considered one of the most important challenges facing the Arab economy

especially under the global changes and economic blocks formation.This may lead to fluctuations in Arab
agricultural exports to the world markets. Therefore, this study aims to conduct an economic analysis of the Arab
trade for some food commodities. The study is mainly based on time series data from the United Nations comtrade
database. The study used quantitative and qualitative methods such as simple and multiple regression.
Results shows that Arab trade accounts for about 3.76 % of the world's total trade and grows at a significant annual
rate of 12.98%over the period (2000-2014). The most important factors influencing the Arab food exports are Arab
countries production for fish, vegtables and fruits, export price of vegtables in the comesa market, export price of
fruits in the european, and comesa markets, over the period (2000-2013). The most important factors that influence
the amount of Arab grain imports are the Arab grain production in the world market, Arab national income in the
european and Arab population number in the comesa market, over the period (2000-2013).The forecasting Models
show that vegetables and fruit production will increase over the next years, and the food gap of cereals would
increase to about 77.83 million tons with self-sufficiency rate of 58.82 % for the year 2025. The study recommends
an increase in food production, vegtables and fruit exports, in order to maintain its export opportunities to European
markets. Also, the production of cereals should be increased to reduce the size of cereals gap and increase the
cereals self —sufficiency.
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