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Abstract:

The sectarian -religious conflict existing in Irag cannot
be viewed as simple result of one major reason as some
studies assume, but it is a consequence of an interaction
between diverse external and internal factors that caused
damaging policies and actions. External factors in this study
included the US invasion to this country in 2003 which
devastated it, the Israeli lobby which gave rise to the current
ethno-religious conflicts and the state’s political insecurity,
and Al-Qaeda groups such as ISIS and the Islamic state of
Irag which have paved the way for the current armed conflict.
Besides, there are other external factors that have caused the
current conflict in Irag such as the interference of neighboring
countries like Turkey and Iran. As to the internal factors that
caused the devastation of Iraqi state are corrupted rulers and
political economy. Saddam for instance, tried to invade Iran
and Kuwait. This ruler evidently expected a quick and easy
victory over the Islamic fundamentalist regime in Tahran that
had seized power from the Shah, sent his troops across border
into Iran. Their fighting continued, until a cease fire after eight
years of having losses from both sides. Saddam’s invasion of
Kuwait in 1990 was a pretext for the US occupation of Iraq in
2003. Saddam and Malki by their wrong policies instigated
Iraqi Sunni, Shia and Kurds to attack each other. Malki
encouraged the sectarian religious conflict by instigating Iraqi
Shia against the Sunni and the Kurds against other Iraqis.
Poverty in Iraq also generated frustration which produced
aggression and violence between citizens. Thus the rise of
sectarianism in Iraq cannot be viewed as a continuation of old
hatred, it has been the a result of the interaction of wrong
policies and actions.
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