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ANALYSIS OF TOMATO GROWERS DECISIONS IN LIGHT OF RISK

Abdu, K. A.

Dept., of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, Cairo Uniwersity.
ABSTRACT

Tomatois one of the most important crops among Egyptian vegetable crops which occupies an area of about a
quarter of the total cultivated area of vegetable crops. Tomato is a seasonal crop grown in three seasons; winter,
summer and Nili. The data cleared that the production of tomato in different seasons affected by the changes in
cultivated area and not a result of change in crop productivity.

Also, farmer’s decisions are linked substantially with the economics of production, thus comparing the costs of
production and revenues in addition toevaluate the returns on fixed resources.

The results of supply response of tomato refer to existence of relationship between prices and cultivated area in the
previous season and the area planted at the moment. The value of coefficient of adjustment reflects fast response for
farmers within a short period of time lasts less than one year. The results also indicated that the tomato growers are
risk adverse .This research recommended the need for farmers to join producer’s linkages to improve their strength
negotiating with brokers and diversify marketing channels to get proper prices, which positively influence in their

decisions in the future.

Keywords: Tomato production, Supply response, Nerlove model, Risk
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