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FARMERS EXPOSURE TO AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMMES
OF MIDDLE DELTA RADIO AND THEIR BENEFIT FROM IT,
IN ELGHARBIA GOVERNORATE

Abou Zaiud, R. H. A. and Samia M. A. Moussa
Agric. Extension and Rural Development Research Institute, A.R.C.

ABSTRACT

This research aims to identify the benefiting of farmers in some villages
of Elgharbiah governorate from the agricultural programs presented by the
Middle Delta Radio. This objective could be achieve through the following
sub- objectives: to identify the exposure of respondents farmers to the Middle
Delta Radio, to identify listening of studied agricultural programs, to
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determine the degrees of benefit of the respondents farmers from some

areas of agricultural and development Broadcasted by the Middle Delta

Radio, to identify the obstacles that hinder the listening to the Middle Delta

Radio by the respondents farmers, and to identify the suggestions of the

respondents farmers to activate the hearing of the agricultural programs of

the Middle Delta Radio.

The research was conducted in Elgharbiah governorate, three districts
were selected randomly, and they are: Tanta, kotoor, and Elmahalla Alkobra.
Two villages were selected from each district randomly too, these villages
are: Shawnee and Sptas in Tanta district, Alsheen and Meetelsheikh in
kotoor district, Alsegaeah and Demraw in Elmahalla Alkobra district. This was
followed by selected a simple random sample amounted to (240)
respondents of the selected villages, representing 7% of the population of the
farmers in the selected villages studied which amounted to (3425) farmers.

Data were collected using personal interviewing questionnaire
during January 2011, after initially tested. Frequencies, percentages, and the
weighted average were used to explain and interpret the results statistically.

The most important results could be summarized as follow:

1 - The respondents farmers classified into three categories according to their
listening to the Middle Delta Radio, they were ranked from down to top as
follow:

First category: They are who listen to the middle Delta Radio; their
percentage amounted to 15% of the total respondents exposed to the
Middle Delta Radio.

Second category: they are who do not listen to the Middle Delta Radio, but

they have the desire to listen to it, their percentage amounted to 24.2% of the

total respondents.

Third category: they are who do not listen to the Middle Delta Radio, and

have no desire to listen to it, and their percentage amounted to 60.8% of the

total respondents.

2 - The results indicated that the percentage of the respondent's farmer's
exposure to agricultural programs from the first category amounted from
88.9% to 5.6%.

3 - The results showed that the degrees of respondent's benefit from
agricultural programs presented through the Middle Delta Radio in some
Agricultural and development areas, could be ranked from top to down
according to the weighted mean degree as follow: the field of plant
production, the field of animal production, the field of preservation of the
environment and natural resources, and the field of development of the
rural family.

4 - The suggestions of the respondents to listening the agricultural programs
were: the listening clubs of the programs in agricultural extension centers
or youth's centers in the village, establishment of tape library containing
agricultural programs in the agricultural extension centers or in
Agricultural Cooperative Associations, and preparing tapes of recorded
cassettes of agricultural programs to sell out with Supported price.

5 - The most important reasons for none listening to the Middle Delta Radio
from point of view of respondents farmers were: preference of watching
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TV and satellite channels, listen to the other radio stations, the weakness
of transmission & confusing broadcast, difficulty of understanding some
of the agricultural information broadcasted and the lack of knowledge
with agricultural programs and Broadcasting time.
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