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Abstract

Historic Cairo is one of the most prominent cities that witness a wealth of Architecture from Islamic
eras, leaving a unique heritage that is represented not only in the monumental buildings, but also in
integrated urban, social, and traditional fabrics that reflect hundreds of years of civilization. These
aspects made Historic Cairo inscribed by UNESCO as one of the World Heritage Sites in 1979.
Despite the great number of researches and conservation projects carried out in Historic Cairo, the
Site is still suffering from many problems, and this outstanding heritage continues to deteriorate.

The research problem is dominantly based on the absence of conservation strategy and methodology
to deal with the world heritage site whose boundaries were determined in 2011. This has led to the
emergence of some areas that are inadequately, or seldom, representing the Outstanding Universal
Value (OUV) derived from the criteria upon which Historic Cairo has been inscribed as a World
Heritage Site.

The research aims to develop a methodology for Historic Cairo, that consider the OUVs of its various
areas, throughout proposing a conservation measures that would highlight the relevant values
existing in each area. In order to achieve such objective, the research conducts an analytical study that
includes historical, urban, architectural and social parameters for various samples of the urban fabric
of Historic Cairo and the stages of their development in the last two centuries, Abdeen area in
downtown Cairo and Al Elwaya area in Old Cairo were selected as case studies to represent urban
typologies different than those well recognized areas that have wealth of attributes of the OUVs such
as Khan al-Khalili, al-Gamaliya, Suq al-Silah, and many others. The selection of case studies aimed at
extracting heritage values in each area and determining its relevance to the OUVs. The comparative
analysis of heritage values in both areas confirms the diversity of heritage values in different areas in
Historic Cairo. Those identified values, however, are not necessarily relevant to the OUV. The
conclusion proposes a methodology that comprises conservation measures that aims at linking
existing heritage values in each area with the OUVs of the World Heritage Site as a step to make a
comprehensive management plan for Historic Cairo, the World Heritage Site.

Keywords: Historic Cairo, Outstanding Universal Value, Conservation methodology, Abdeen, Old
Cairo.
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