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SOME SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF RURAL
WOMEN LABOR IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN BANESUF
AND MINYA GOVERNORATES

Mervat S. A. El said
Rural Woman Development Research Department, Agricultural Extension and Rural
Development Research Institute, ARC, Giza, Egypt

ABSTRACT: The study aimed at identifying the reasons that led rural women's labor to
work in agricultural production in the study governorates, As well as determineing the
social and economic problems facing rural women's labor in agricultural production, in
addition to theire suggestion to solve their problems.

The research was conducted in MINYA, and BANESUF Governorates based on illiteracy
rate, percentage of poverty, percentage of cultivated area of agricultural land and
percentage of labor force in agriculture.

Accordingly two districts were selected with one village from each district, namely (kom
abo raid) village from Elwasta district, BANESUF governorate, and (Kafr EI Maghraby)
village from Eledwa district MINYA governorate.

Data were collected from sample of 191 rural women's labor, by using personal interview
through questionnaire, and focus group discussion, frequencies and percentages were
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used for data analyzing.
The most important results of the analysis as follows;

1.

The most important reasons that led rural women's labor to work in agricultural
production did not owning agricultural land by 96%, poverty of family by 95%, while
88% explained the reason as provide the food for children.

91% of respondents were found in the low Level category of insufficient wage for
living, while 46% of respondents worked more than 8 hours in a day by 63%, and
81%o0f respondents exposed for verbal violence, As for occupational hazards, 93%
were exposed to biological hazards, and 41% were exposed to compulsory
unemployment, while 91%of respondents suffered from Gender gap in wage.

87% of respondents suggested some solution to overcome problems by increase the
daily wage of rural women's labor, while 34% Suggested take agricultural land to
increase income, and 70.6% suggested give facilities to establish a small projects for
rural women's labor.

Key words : Social and Economic problems — Rural Women labour
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