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Summary
The international concern for the refugee issue rests on

two main levels. The first level is the making of several
international agreements and conventions to regulate the legal
status of refugees. This begins by defining the refugee and
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determining the conditions that must be met for him to be
recognized as such, then identifying the rights he enjoys and his
obligations towards the host country. The second level has to do
with the mechanisms to protect this group, through the
establishment of many institutions and agencies concerned with
refugee affairs, such as the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, other United Nations agencies and some
international non-governmental organizations. On this basis, the
refugee protection system extends from the general principles of
human rights to the conventions of international humanitarian
law, in addition to the conventions specific to refugee affairs.
Perhaps the most important question to be asked now is: Have
international conventions and mechanisms achieved sufficient
protection for refugees?

It appears that the refugee problem is difficult to handle by
any single country, organization, or entity. Therefore, all those
involved and concerned must strengthen aspects of partnership and
cooperation in this regard, in addition to having a clearer
understanding of their roles and sharing consequences at the
international level. Additionally, states must commit themselves to
creating refugee systems that responsibly identify the rights and
obligations of refugees and the duties and rights of the host
country and provide non-traditional resources, as waves of
refugees arriving from neighboring countries increase.
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In this regard, the Arab world witnessed many waves of
refugees caused by conflicts and wars in the region. The
Palestinian refugees issue as a result of the Arab-Israeli conflict is
considered one of the most prominent, on-going refugee
phenomena in the twentieth century. The American invasion and
occupation of Iraq has created the phenomenon of Iraqi refugees.
The developments of events in the Arab Spring countries have
contributed to an unprecedented state of political turmoil, security
instability, and the spread of armed conflicts, civil wars, and
sectarian tension in the region. The Syrian crisis has produced
millions of refugees in neighboring countries, as Syrian citizens
were forced to seek refuge in the neighboring countries of Turkey,
Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt in search for a safe haven.

Arab countries have adopted policies and strategies to
deal with the Syrian refugee issue, relying on the standard of
humanitarian aid and on the concept of short-term refuge. But in
light of the continuing crises in the Arab region and the regional
and international tensions, it has been difficult to find solutions
for the refugee issue. Refugees have become a major strain on
services and resources in host countries.

Keywords: waves of asylum - challenges facing refugees - legal
dimensions - international protection.
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