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OBSTACLES FACING WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN RURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN SIWA OASIS

Entsar Ali Hassan Ali
Department of Social Studies - Socioeconomic Division- Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT:. The aim of this study was to recognize the obstacles facing the
participation of women in rural development. It attempts to identify the management and
activities of rural development, focusing on the problems and obstacles facing women in
Siwa. Consequently, the research sheds light on the effective role of women in Siwa and
its importance in development. Data was collected through personal interviews using a
questionnaire form prepared for this study, from a sample of 360 randomly selected
women from Siwa. Descriptive statistics; frequency and percentages were used. The
study has several recommendations and suggestions that the researcher believes were
necessary to raise the level of women's participation in Siwa.

The most important results were as follows; nearly half of the respondents (38.9%) were
in the age group (18-35 years), while more than one quarter of the respondents were in
the age group (35 to less than 50 years). The results showed that a large percentage of
respondents (63.9%) are married and 19.4% have never been married. The results
indicate that about 42.5% of the respondents have an average standard of living and
40.8% of the respondents have a low standard of living. Half of the total sample (50%)
has low community participation, and 41.7% have moderate community participation.
The results showed that 38.9% of the respondents have high economic obstacles, 33.3%
low, and 27.8% moderate. The mean was 20.33, and the standard deviation was 5.95. This
illustrates the importance of the economic situation in women's participation in
development. When women have higher standard of living and accommodation, she will
have more time to participate in developmental activities at the governmental or "civil"
level. The results showed that 44.5% of the social and cultural obstacles were high,
33.3% moderate and 22.2% low. The mean was 21.69 and the standard deviation was
4.94. This confirms the extent to which customs, traditions and cultural patterns affect
the participation of women in rural development and the extent to which women were
accepted as a basic partner in development. Siwa traditions do not allow women to work
after marriage, nor does it welcome their participation in development activities. They
must have full-time family and full attention to home and children, with no public life. At
the same time, the unmarried girls work more freely and participate in different types of
development.

The most important recommendations to face the obstacles of participation from the
point of view of the respondents were the following. Establish development projects that
are appropriate to the nature of women in Siwa, so that they can participate effectively.
Increase the economic return resulting from women's participation in development
projects, and marketing the environmental products to encourage participants. Arrange
workshops for Siwa tribes about the importance of the role of women in development.
Educate women about the importance of development through the media, taking into
account the nature of women's cultural development in the implementation of
development projects, and the existence of development projects that motivate
participation.

Key words: Development, obstacles facing, participation, rural, SIWA OASIS.
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	13-الانفتاح الثقافى: تم قياس هذا المؤشر من خلال ستة عبارات تعكس درجة الانفتاح الثقافى لعينة الدراسة، واستخدمت الدراسة تصنيف: (دائما/أحيانا/نادرا/لا)، حيث أعطيت الدرجات (4)، (3)، (2)، (1) علي الترتيب. واعتبرت الدراسة حاصل جمع استجابات عينة الدراسة على ...

