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Spatial Development Policies in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
( A study in spatial planning at the reign of King
Abdulaziz)

Dr. Khlaif Mustafa Hasan Gharaybeh
Ajloun University College — Al-Balga Applied University - Jordan

Abstract

Before being united by King Abdulaziz Al-Saud, the tribal life of violence
and conflicts prevailed the Arabian Peninsula, Using his wisdom and foresight,
the King succeeded in uniting Urbanites and Bedouins in one nation within the
second quarter of the twentieth century.

This research aims at identifying the spatial development policies (economic
and social) that were applied by King Abdulaziz in order to modernize the
society, in spite of the shortage of resources especially before Oil was
discovered.

And in order to perform the aim of the research, the researcher followed the
vertical treatment approach to collect data and information, with an aim of
highlighting the policies that were followed by the King to modernize the Saudis
and perform a development in such a desert place, through the foundation of an
infrastructure, security fulfillment, and the expansion of spreading of
educational, health, care, agricultural, water and transport services, In addition
to this, the King applied policies of localization as a pioneer attempt to
comprehensive and everlasting spatial development.

When Oil was discovered, King Abdulaziz took advantage of that for the
enhancement of economic, social and constructional development, The methods
he followed growth points, centers, poles and axes of development all over the
country, The research concluded with a number of results and recommendations
to improve the quality of population life.
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