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AN ECONOMIC STUDY ON FOOD GAP IN
GAMAHIRIA OF LIBIA

BY

El-Sayed Hashem M. Hamed, Ibrahim S. A. I. Sobhi,
Dina M. A. EIl - Shaer

Dept.of Agric.Economics,Faculty of Agriculture.Saba Bacha.Alexandria University

ABSTRACT::

In General, The Food Security is one of the major important
strategic issues. The critical importance of this issue is attributed to
increasing all levels attention of economic, political and social
dimensions related Food Security. The Food Security related to the
ability of the Society to satisfy the Population basic Food needs , in
addition to, achieving minimum level of these needs inn a systematic
manner .

Arab World & Gamabhiria suffer from a constant food gap due
to production increase rates deficit to follow the vastly growing
demand of all studied goods and food series. The food gap in
Gamabhiria in total cereals, sugar, oils and total vegetables has an
increasing trend. Yet it has decreasing trend in dairy, meat, and total
legumes. It was shown also that Gamahiria has an average food
surplus in potatoes, egg and total fruits.

The attempt to calculate the adjusted food gap, according to
population basic needs, suggests that the domestic production of
potatoes, meat, egg, vegetables and fruits, is capable of covering the
basic needs of them yet they are being imported. It was shown also
that the domestic production of total cereals, oils, dairy and total
legumes is incapable of covering the basic needs of them, so they are
being imported. Nevertheless the cereals and oils imports are
exceeding the basic needs, while they should be reduced and
rationalized to focus importing on dairy and legumes to cover the
necessity to use the man basic needs concept while estimating the self
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sufficiency ratios and national food gap size as it has an effective role
in decreasing that size.

Examining the development of Libyan national food imports
suggests that they have a generally decreasing trend. Although the
commercial exchange, between Gamahiria and Arab Countries, has
been generally modest, it has seen a remarkable progress as the
relative importance of Arab imports has increased from about %1 in
1981 to around %11 in 2002.

Gamabhiria relays in funding its imports, upon its oil revenues,
though generally declining due to the fall in oil prices may be to
implementing OPEC’S decisions to limit the production roof.

Finally, a wvariety of recommendations were concluded
according to the study’s results that might help agricultural policy
makers in raising the food security level and reducing the strategic
food goods gap.



