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An Analytical study of the Egyptian foreign trade of vegetable oils.

AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE EGYPTIAN FOREIGN TRADE OF
VEGETABLE OILS

Hanna, Mariam. A. A. and Bahged, Hanan M. M.
Agric. Econ. Research Institute. Agric. Res. Center

ABSTRACT: Oils are one of the most important food commaodities of economic importance in Egypt.

The research is summarized in the inability of local production to cope with the continuous increase in the

consumption of food vegetable oils. Therefore. the state resorts to imports from abroad to fill the food

gap. which represents a burden on the agricultural trade balance and then the Egyptian balance of
payments due to the high international prices of imported vegetable oils. The research aimed to identify
how to achieve self-sufficiency in food vegetable oils in Egypt and reduce the size of the oil gap. and to
study some indicators of Egyptian foreign trade for vegetable oils. in addition to measuring the economic

efficiency of foreign trade for oils during the period (2001-2020) .

The most important results were the following:

1- The size of the oily food gap in Egypt increased during the period (2001-2020) by an amount of about
53.8 thousand tons annually. with a statistically significant annual rate of about 5.7 % of the annual
average size of the oil gap.

2- The rate of self-sufficiency fluctuated during the study period. as it ranged between a minimum of
10.3% in 2016 and a maximum of 34% in 2002. with an annual average of about 19.7%. and by
estimating the equations of the general time trend of the oil self-sufficiency rate. it was found that the
statistical significance of the model was not proven. at familiar morale levels.
By studying the evolution of the quantity. value and average price of a ton of Egyptian exports of
vegetable oils during the period (2001-2020). it was found that they was increasing with a statistically
significant annual rate of about 10 %, 9.4%, 38.4% of the annual average of the total quantity. value
and average price per ton of Egyptian exports of vegetable oils. respectively. amounting to about 79.2
about one thousand tons. 116.4 million dollars. 1.4 million dollars. respectively. during the study
period.
By studying the evolution of the quantity. value and average price of a ton of Egyptian imports of
vegetable oils during the period (2001-2020). it was found that they took a general. increasing. and
statistically significant trend. amounting to about 51 thousand tons. 61 million dollars. and 26.5
thousand dollars. respectively. and with a statistically significant annual rate of about 5.5 6%. 6.7%
and 2.6% of the annual average of the total quantity. value and average price per ton of Egyptian
imports of vegetable oils. respectively. amounting to about 938.4 thousand tons. 914 million dollars.
and 1013.6 thousand dollars. respectively. during the study period.
By studying the economic efficiency of the foreign trade of Egyptian vegetable oils during the period
(2001-2020). the annual increase in the quantity and value of the trade balance deficit of vegetable oils
during the study period was shown. which constitutes a heavy burden on the Egyptian balance of
payments. as the annual average of the quantity and value of the trade balance deficit of vegetable oils
reached about 812.4 thousand tons. $798 million. respectively. during the study period. It was also
found that there was a deterioration in the terms of foreign trade for the total and pure Egyptian
vegetable oils. which amounted to about 1231.3% and 76.3%. respectively. while the foreign trade
conditions for Egyptian internal vegetable oils improved. reaching about 1662.6%. which means an
increase in the income ability to import during the study period.
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