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ABSTRACT

The Egyptian community suffers from an accelerated increase in population which hinders the developmental programs in all
fields . This increasing growth in population reflects the high birth rates and the low mortality rates . Women are the important element
in determination of fertility where there are a lot of factors and determinants affecting women's fertility which are the age of marriage,
the desire to have children , child mortality , using family planning methods and the determinant which many researchers didn't care
about which is the baby gender . To conduct this research , five village have been selected randomly and data were gathered from 190
women at the 44-49 age group .One of the most important results was that there is an inverse relationship between the age of marriage
and the average number of children: which means that the lower the age of marriage, the greater the number of children . As for the
desire to have children , we found that women try hard to achieve the number of children she was planning to have before marriage or
more. There is also a relationship between child mortality and the average number of children which means that whenever a women
loses a child she resorts to have anther child instead of the deceased according to compensation phenomenon . As for using family
planning methods , we found that the average number of children of women who use family planning methods is less than that of women
who do not use them . As for baby gender ,the research shows that preferring to have a boy is an important determinant affecting fertility
. The family which did not have a boy has a big average number of children as they try to have the boy they desire .The average time
between children is longer when the family has a baby boy; whereas the average time between children is less when the family has a
baby girl as they want to have the boy . The results also showed that there is a relationship between the educational level of these
women and the age of marriage , child mortality and using family planning method .It also appeared that there is no relationship between
the educational level of these women and the baby gender as they prefer to have a baby boy despite their different educational levels
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